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Prospects for Agriculture l a Communist Countries, 


1. USSR 

in mid- July, the outlook is for a tetter than average grain crop. 
However, the Soviets are faced with a compressed harvest scheduleand 
££*!«• «y he heavy to the ^ grated, 

most regions of the country, a rather gratifying picture Is taking 
shape in the fields." 

Although a dry fan affected germination and retarded development 
JiSr^aLTin portions of the Ukraine, Horth Caucasus, and 
^S^aSTto^rnorth, winter “SK* 

SSr^L^S^Sl^iTpr^ee^^atisfactorily hut ft^dns 
S?SJ£f to ■- “«i=ulty is expects in har- 

vesting J-ye lodged by these rains. 

in toe spring vheat are. east of the Vol^^ture 
the end of June were well above average. Although there is a nryang 
trend in this ares, soil moisture is adequate for good crop dev lop 

meat. 

Ihe current crop now forecast for 19 ^ would be 

satisfy the USSR's domestic con* SiSt^S thT' 
probably to meet a large portion, if not all, of the neiicrc an w* 

Lronean Satellites. However, Khrushchev has announced the intention 
S^pleaishing the seriously depl^ed Soviet grain -^STSiat to 
has also indicated that grain exports wlllbe . ^L.! 0 f Sain 

the West. On balance, therefore, sizable Soviet imparts of & 
during the coming year appear unlikely. 

The development of crops other then grain in European USSR «• 

vege feZ. 

in many regions, mere have been delays, however, in the hay harvest, 
and haying operations may have to be curtailed to concentrate 
on the grain harvest. 
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.-.^aategB. .European Countries 

’j5)te current outlook lor grain production in the tojropean jatalUtns 
does twfe point to any aloatfleaet change in toe overall ij^rt require- 
jseiit for g rato in toe 1*64/6*? consumption year frost that in 19&3/64. 
CxeehOffitova&ta recently purchased. >00,000 tans of wheat froK Caxiads. for 
delivery by Soveatbei* \sder toe five year trade agreement signed A*® 15 
October. - foe r** 1# no concrete eviskmc^ &£ toe extent to which ike Itoik 
say willing to export grain to eastern Ja*ro®e to toe cessing year. 

,As oC tfML-dttXy, to© outlook ma for the total production of bread 
gratis® fait&n&t giy tri rye ) to exceed, that of iy63 to all oof toe eastern 
i-'xrvpemi countries except Bulgaria mid possibly C-sechc^lovafcia. ^ t 2to 
largest toertaeeo in product! m, are estimated for tost ueemny, aaas^xy, 
andL Albania, tot produetim vill still be below toe average level of 
to Bulgaria, demagne to wheat by early drought ml by heavy 
iufe-atatito of grain insects raagr reduce yields mad production to the 
Lowest level to several years, dot, dry weather to Cterlsoalova&U and 
inland faring toe heading stage of smll grains ha4 reduced yield 
prospects to those cowsbries froa last sataato. 

Pros^eb® for spring plant®! crops — twlay, oats, sugar beets 
msA potatoes — ctmtimaed to be unfavorable in CgeehoolovaMe sad 
Poland during June, while acme ii^prrjveaent vm noted to the southern 
jateUliae. Although toe early July rain© were beneficial to grass- 
lands and raw crops, considerable drought damage reportedly bad 
:~j. ready been done to spring grains and to those winter grntous .on light 
^y soil*. It is likely that yields of oato sad spring barley aay 
be below average and below 1963 to both countries. As of Md-Jttly 
the drought ctmttoned to southeastern Poland ao& eastern stoakia . 

Although the condition of mat spring planted crops, including 
•:v>rti , to ton other Jatellitea seesfi to be better than a year ago, 
reserve. i of soil u^isturc at toe end of vtam were below normal to aaoy 
iny >rtjtefc *gr£<a£LlKore& areas. itoely ra i nfall to needed throughout 
liawMsera Jaajftjpe to the coestog weeks to 'prevent & downturn to crop 
prospects • 
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Vinter %besfc harvest la cawrausiat Chin* i# t® be 

ai. lastly larger teas in 1*363 iwcmrsc ctf & oigEdfimnt iaerease is 
asrwaae. It also agpotars li&ely teat early rie© output will be greater 

t. K-m the- wry foor- crop «e last year* ISse aemge of early rice 1* 
larger te. asst of tee saajor prs teaei ag regi®as # and aiteaugl growing. 

were far from Ideal, yield* shcaild exceed tense oC 1 ^ 63 * 
Imciv, elites a© contracts es&ercd late by 3P *■»- md aetpbia* 
jyycatft -a&gser vay for additional yafeJaaees# it is llte&y teat total 
iffjmiii tejxarte in 1964 viU exceed tee >.? aillon tens imported la 
!>>>. 

lorwaitial mins fail w ante of seate, Central, w& last CMaa 
during tssE i«rtod 11 teroagfe 23 Jms, sad wr tee Imgtae Talley 
tetwem 2% end June. Although there haw teea mem reports of 
<£XgoAtng and w®terlo®gi«6 in 3 oote aM Central Claim, 4 «sge to crop© 

Is act believed to be serious. Crop losaea my fceeaa© slsnificmt 
•liquid rainfall be manually heavy in July tern tee early rise crop 
normally is teswtei. 

Vite tee esisceptim of eastern tfansa, Jtee precipitation. was leas 
tean 50 3?«Kree*ft of noximl ores* tee Satis Ch i n a Plain* S&yUsg eandi- 
tinw' Ss tecs® areas should be beneficial ter tee ianwating of winter 
wheat » ilrreeipitetioa over a*osb of Ssrtee&at China* a «4«r spring. 
*&m£ ami wagrtMMi region, m timly and near nosmi daring *»•« 

ALteMMh it is boo early to predict tee oateos® of the isgarte at 
fall hardest, tee emended aesreagt of teem crops and tee «®*1: 
f«fortela ^rowiai emOttims la assy areas are harbingers of a good 
dorvc&t- issewr, tem®aa In tee aoreal cropping pattern, brought 
about fey unusually high mil moisture levels , sm iat tee fall harvest 
mm mme&t&Sm to dacaagr by drought. if such conditions should 
develop later ok is tee smmmt* 
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rice bmrmst in Storm Vletmsa U to hose law® 

better tfca» the poor harvest of 1963, iwom&lt: mixta cee ooadi- 
fetoaa duvifitg ti» part wlater and spring **are beMfie&ai to crc^ growth. 

<#C a^iHlary crops seek as sweet potatoes is ati-sa expected 
ts be a®«it immwmi over jysofc jm. 

ISssplte the ifissrovad eerOo? bsrveet sad the o ^fcaiatf c owtloefe. fk*r 
tiK late Imt***** food tsaportr; prd&afcly will be ©flatted Is coder to 
rvjplsai-sii depleted sto eta. 
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5, Mortal Korea 

Precipitation in the major agricultural area# of forth Korea was 
lesa than 50 percent of normal in June, the second consecutive month 
of much 'below normal rainfall. Little direct evidence is available, 
hut soil moisture levels are reportedly quite low, and non -irrigated 
crops, particularly upland rice, likely are suffering from drou^it. 
However, no unusual imports of grain are anticipated at this time. 


5 



Approved For Release 2001/08/14 : CIA-RDP79T01049A003000040003-1 



Approved For Release 2001/08/14 : 


! 5&Sliil79T01 049A003000040003-1 


m s* * r ' ^ 

v... ' ' ; • •- 

k’44? * •- - - "■ 



6 , Cube , 

There have been no significant developments in Cuban agriculture 
during the past few weeks. We continue to estimate that the 1964 
sugar crop totaled about 3«& million metric tone, the same as the 
1963 harvest. 


Carlos Rafael Rodriguez, Cuba’s agricultural chief, has recently 
given a series of interviews to 03 newsmen, on the current situation 
and future prospects of Cuban agriculture. Rodriguez has taken a 
pessimistic view of Cuba's sugar production outlook and ejqpeefcs the 
1965 sugar harvest to be as difficult as the one Just completed, 

/bile Cuba is attesting to solve these difficulties through mechani- 
zation, Rodriguez does not believe that mechanisation can make a 
significant contribution to the harvest before 196?, and therefore, 
he states, total sugar cane plantings will not be significantly 
increased for the next two seasons. 

Rodriguez nas provided interesting ccaaaents on other areas of 
Cuban agriculture, admitted that production of some major crops las 
declined since i960 or 1961, particularly rice, potatoes, tomatoes, 
and cotton with output declines ranging from k percent for tomatoes 
to nearly 40 percent for rice. 

The Cuban government now appeare to feel that the solution to 
j-jany of its agricultural problems can be achieved through a major 
reorganization of administration and through decentralisation of 
control. The 0 GG existing state farms are being consolidated, into 
60 production units this year, according to the announced plan, 
heater regional crop specialisation will be undertaken as a move 
toward more efficient utilisation of land, finally, local agricul- 
tural Managers are to be given greater freedom in the day to day 
operation of their farms. Rodrigues has stated that w ve have found 
it is not possible to run agriculture from Havana.” It is doubtful 
that match decentralization will be carried outj we note the formation 
of a new ministry of the sugar industry. 


The [pessimistic caraaeats by Rodriguez may have been intended to 
give some support to world sugar prices, which are continuing the 
downward trend evident since the first of the year. Reverthelesa, 
tiie forecast of a slow development of mechanization probably reflects 
Cuba’s present expectations, and based on past performances, these 
expectations appear justified. 

further, there is a good chance that a new reorganisation will 
introduce more confusion than efficiency, Cuban agriculture has had 
less than a year to recover froa the disorganizing affects of the 
Second Agrarian Reform and it is not in a strong position to absorb 
yet another institutional change. 




